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Executive Summary 

Benjamin Moore Paints was located at 401-23 North Green Street, Chicago, IL, 
Range 14 East, Township 39 North, Section 8. 

A search of Sanborn Fire Insurance maps indicate that this facility operated 
from approximately 1897 until 1951. Activities at the site included the grinding, 
nixing, storage and shipping of both paints and varnish. 

On May 23, 1989, a Preliminary Assessment Site Reconaissance Inspection was con­
ducted at the location of the Benjamin Moore Paint Factory. The site is now oc­
cupied by an underpass for Interstate 94 (John F. Kennedy Expressway). This 
underpass is approximately twenty feet below surface level and ten traffic lanes 
in width. The Interstate cuts a diagonal path through the former location of 
the Paint Factory and engulfs approximately 95% of the site. The remaining area 
of the site which was not utilized by the Interstate is located at the northeast 
edge of the expressway. This property is a concrete paved parking lot. 

The closest surface water source is the North Branch of the Chicago River, which 
is located approximately 1/4 mile to the east of the site. However, the site is 
completely paved and is in a fully sewered area, so the possibility of surface 
runoff is non-existent. 

Due to the extensive excavation and pavement of the area there appears to be no 
viable route of exposure to the surrounding population and the possibility of a 
contaminate seems minimal. Therefore, this site has been assigned a no further 
action priority. 
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